
Lent 2b – Epistle Shameless Hope 

Romans 5:1-11 v5 and hope does not put us to shame…  

Romans 5:1-11 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
2 

Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this 

grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
3 

More than that, we rejoice 

in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 
4 

and endurance produces 

character, and character produces hope, 
5 

and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s 

love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 
6 

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 
7 

For one will 

scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to 

die— 
8 

but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
9 

Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him 

from the wrath of God. 
10 

For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death 

of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 
11 

More than 

that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 

reconciliation. 

 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, 

my rock and my redeemer. 

 

This past week on Tuesday night was the first night of our Lenten midweek Bible study. Please 

allow me to shamelessly plug the Bible study to start this sermon. We talked about the first of 

Christ’s seven sayings from the cross. These are the Words that our savior spoke as He was 

nailed to the cross. These are the seven sayings that are recorded by the Gospel writers that 

Christ spoke while He was being punished for our sins and transgressions. Please come and join 

us in the study Tuesday nights at 7 pm. If you cannot make it, please make it a goal during lent to 

set aside time every week, even every day to spend time meditating on and reading the words of 

God. 

In the study this week we had a great discussion about the first of these seven sayings. In Luke 

23:34 Jesus says to His Father: “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” In our 

Bible study we considered who Christ is seeking forgiveness for. Was it the criminals hanging on 

either side of him? Was it the soldiers who mocked Him, beat Him and hung Him on the cross? 

Was it the religious leaders and Pharisees and Sadducees that drove the crowds to kill Him? Was 

it simply forgiveness for these players in the story or was it forgiveness for more that Christ 
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asked? We all agreed on Tuesday night that Jesus request for forgiveness was for more than the 

people around him. When Christ said: “Father forgive them for they know not what they do,” He 

was asking God to forgive you. He was asking God to forgive me. And even more than us, Christ 

was asking God to forgive each and every person who has ever lived, who is living and who will 

live.  

Forgiveness has been won for all. You want to talk about hope. That is hope that is available to 

each and every person in the world. Each person has hope found in the forgiveness from sins. 

Forgiveness from sins which we know should put us to death, just as Christ died.  Our discussion 

that night asked a tough question. A question that makes our hearts hurt for those who don’t 

know Jesus. The question is: “If Christ died to forgive everyone’s sins, then isn’t everyone 

saved?” Well, I want to answer that tough question again this morning for everyone.  

Saint Paul answers this for us with the first two verses of today’s epistle lesson Romans 5:1-2 

says: “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 
2 

Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which 

we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” 

There is no denial of the Forgiveness that Christ has won for all in his death and resurrection. 

There is no doubt that when Christ said on the Cross “Father forgive them” He was dying for 

every living breathing human soul that has ever sinned against God. (That’s everyone, minus one, 

if you are keeping score). But while that forgiveness is available to everyone, not everyone 

knows it, and not everyone believes it and sadly not everyone is receptive of it. Some people are 

too stubborn to accept this gracious gift that God gives us. This is a gift of shameless hope. And 

as Christ’s redeemed people we have this shameless hope. And knowing that there are others 

around us who may not have this shameless hope, we should be chomping at the bit to run out 
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these doors and share this news with everyone we know! May God help us to share this 

shameless hope with all around us! 

If you haven’t picked it up today, I want to talk about this shameless hope that we have. What 

is shameless hope all about? You can thank me that this sermon isn’t about the distinction 

between subjective and objective justification and the imputation and non-imputation of Christ’s 

righteousness. You can also thank me that this sermon isn’t presented in the format of a 

computer program written in pseudo code. That’s how I started this week, but I think the Holy 

Spirit steered me back to a course that he wants us to hear today, myself included. 

So what is shameless hope? Why is vicar using this term? Is it because Mrs. Becker pushed 

him for a sermon title before he was ready? Maybe. Maybe God works in mysterious ways all 

the time. I have struggled with the word hope before. I have always thought of it was a weak 

word to hang the gifts of God on. This week when I was reading the text over I decided I needed 

to understand why the word hope is used to talk about our promised eternal life. And what I 

found is something I hope we all walk away with. I hope we can walk away not being ashamed 

of our hope. Both the word hope and the good news that it contains. 

What is hope? Hope is an expectation of the future. Hope is what we really seek after and 

desire in life. The reason I have struggled with the word hope when talking about our faith is that 

it is synonymous with dreams and wishes. These are things that are not necessarily guaranteed. I 

often have wished the Bible would use a stronger word like Guarantee to talk about the Gifts that 

God gives us in eternal life. But that is not always the case, it is often talked about at hope. 

Why is this? The bible uses the word hope and today in the epistle we get an understanding. 

Hope is not a bad thing to have unless your hope has no grounding. If you have no reason to 

hope then you are completely hopeless. But we hear from Paul today in the epistle that our hope 
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will not be put to shame. Listen to his words in Romans 5:3-5 and then we will talk about the 

basis for this hope which follows. “3 More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that 

suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces 

hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” 

I hope you don’t mind if I skip over most of these verses. This text is ripe for the picking of 

things we can talk about. We could talk about our endurance and the character that it produces 

and the hope that comes from having that character, but we will stick to talking about this 

shameless hope: the hope that we have as Christians. Verse five spells it out for us. “Hope does 

not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 

who has been given to us.” 

This hope we have is a shameless hope. We have nothing to be ashamed of. In fact this hope is 

not something we have come up with on our own. There are two things we should remember. 

We have a reason to hope that we can see from past events. And secondly, this hope is something 

that is given to us. IT is not a hope that we have dreamed up. It is a hope that comes as a result of 

our faith and is stoked like a fire in us by the Holy Spirit. 

So what is this shameless hope based on? Let’s continue on in the text: Romans 5:6-9 Paul 

gives us a great picture in three short successive looks at what our hope is based on: [Look 

One]“6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one 

will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even 

to die— [Look Two] 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ 

died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be 

saved by him from the wrath of God.” In a moment we will look at the third picture of this basis 
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for our shameless hope. But right there we see we were weak, we were ungodly, we were sinful 

and God showed his love for us in that Christ died for us. 

Paul makes a good point that stands true today: It is rare to find someone who is willing to die 

for another person. Even for a righteous person, even for a good man or a good idea it is rare to 

find someone willing to die. But in Christ we find that. This passage reminds me of secret 

service agents who are assigned to protect our president. When Saint Paul writes for one will 

scarcely die for a righteous person, I cannot help but think of people like Tim McCarthy who in 

1981 stopped a bullet meant for President Reagan. I cannot help but think of our nations soldiers 

who stand up for our nations safety and rights and our good ideals in war. These are the rare type 

of people that Saint Paul rightly says are hard to find.  

Yet what about someone who would die for his enemies? Can you imagine a law enforcement 

agent who would die for a criminal he knows is guilty only so that person could receive a trial 

that would put the criminal to death!? That’s exactly what Christ did for us. Let’s look at that 

third picture from Paul of what our Hope is based on in Romans 5:10-11 “10 For if while we 

were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are 

reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also rejoice in God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.” 

Christ died for us. It wasn’t like we were on his side when he did it. We were opposed to him. 

We felt we had no need for him. We put him to death. Our sins weighed him down on that cross. 

We were his enemies. We are his enemies every time we stumble fall, failing to live up to God’s 

expectations. But Christ died for us and it is that death that reconciles us to God. It is our God 

given faith that lays hold of that reconciliation. And as reconciled people, we are no longer 

enemies of God, so we were reconciled by His death. Paul points out that our reconciliation in 
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His death sets us up for an even sweeter saving in His life, His Easter resurrection we will be 

celebrating in a few weeks. And this saving this salvation gives us a reason to rejoice. 

This rejoicing brings us back to the beginning of the text. You remember in verse 3 were told 

that we rejoice in our sufferings, and we know that suffering produces endurance and endurance 

produces character and character gives us hope. And this hope does not put to shame.  

Do not be ashamed of the hope we have. Listen to Paul’s words in Romans 1:16: “
16 

For I am 

not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to 

the Jew first and also to the Greek.” We don’t have to be ashamed of this good news. We do not 

have to be ashamed of the hope we have. If it was a hope in something that would fail, shame 

would be the proper emotion but we know that our hope is based on Christ work, done for us.  

We have many things in this world to be ashamed of. Our nature is a nature of sin, one we 

should be ashamed of. But these shameful things are the very things Christ’s death forgives us of. 

And in place of that shame comes a forgiveness that our faith lays hold of. And in that faith God 

gives us hope and that hope is nothing to be ashamed of.  

In the name of Jesus. 

 


