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Pastor Yeadon Starts the message with the following monologue… 

Grace mercy and peace be with each of you from God our father and our Lord and savior 

Jesus Christ. 

I have to apologize. Vicar was supposed to be preaching this morning. He just told me he 

wasn’t feeling well and had to leave. I will trust in the Lord on this one and pray that he can use 

me to bring you all a message. If it comes down to it, I guess I could just read Vicar’s manuscript 

to you all. Let’s start I guess by reading the text. Vicar chose the Gospel lesson to preach on 

today. It comes from the gospel of Mark. We are in a new church year and in the LCMS, like 

other churches, we use a pericope system. Pericope is just a fancy word for list of readings. We 

have three different lists A, B and C this church year we are on list B. The B series focuses on 

the book of Mark for the Gospel readings. Mark is a very action packed book. He uses a lot of 

“immediately Jesus did this” and “immediately Jesus did this” to carry on the story of Jesus and 

his earthly ministry. So today is the beginning of the book of Mark… See I am good at talking I 

think God can help me come up with a sermon this morning. Let’s hear the Gospel lesson once 

more. 

Mark 1:1-8  The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  
2
 As it is 

written in Isaiah the prophet, "Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare 

your way,  
3
 the voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 

paths straight."  
4
 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  
5
 And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were 

going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  
6
 

Now John was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts 

and wild honey.  
7
 And he preached, saying, "After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap 

of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.  
8
 I have baptized you with water, but 

he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 

 

 (As pastor reads verse 5, Vicar enters dressed as John the Baptist. Pastor does not notice 

as John acts out the description of his actions in the wilderness.) 
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 (When Pastor is done reading he looks up and sees John the Baptist and says who are 

you?) 

Vicar: Why I am John the Baptist of course, don’t you recognize me, you just read about 

me. 

Pastor: Oh, good I am glad you are here the Vicar was supposed to preach this morning 

and he isn’t feeling well, can you take some time to tell us about yourself? 

Vicar: Wow, this Vicar guy sounds kind of shady, are you sure he isn’t slacking off? 

Pastor: You are probably right, but can you tell us about yourself and your message? 

Vicar: I suppose, if you don’t mind me using your pulpit, I would love to share my 

message. 

Pastor: Thanks, please feel free to tell us all you can. 

(Vicar gets in the pulpit and continues with his monologue “sermon” as John the Baptist.) 

Well, thanks Pastor Yeadon. It is amazing what a flux capacitor and 1.21 giga-watts can 

do these days. I have a lot to share with you all today, I am glad that I will have the opportunity. 

This place is a lot more comfortable than the wilderness that I am used to working in. No more 

dirt in my sandals today! Like I said I have a lot to say, I hope I can remember it all before I lose 

my head. 

I think your pastor did a good job of introducing me. I may not dress well, but I am not a 

caveman as some of you may think. I am indeed John the Baptist. In the English language 

though, I prefer the title John the Baptizer. It better conveys who I am and what I do. I baptize 

people. And as you heard, I also preach a message of repentance.  I am the last of God’s “Old 

Testament” prophets. My task was to prepare people for the coming of my cousin, Jesus Christ, 

the savior of the world.  
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You may be thinking: Mr. Baptizer, what preparation do we need to do? Christ has 

already come. We are getting ready to celebrate his birth in a couple of weeks. Or you may be 

thinking Mr. Baptizer, I already know all about repentance, we just got done repenting at the 

beginning of the service.  

I am sure you all are aware that we need to repent. I mean, after all this is a Lutheran 

church, your founder Martin Luther nailed a list of some 95 things to a door and the first thing he 

listed was: “When our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, said ‘Repent’, He called for the entire life 

of believers to be one of repentance.” I will not waste my time telling you to repent. You all look 

like you are pretty good at it already. I don’t think I need to tell you all that your salvation is not 

based on your ancestry. From what I understand, you all understand that our promised 

inheritance of eternal life comes from the work done for us by Christ and has nothing to do with 

who we are. 

You guys know all about baptism, from what I understand you have had two baptisms in 

the past month, not bad. You all know that the faith given to us by God is what lays hold of the 

works that Christ has done for us. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is what gives you that faith. 

The baptism of water symbolizes the cleansing work that God is doing. I would say all in all you 

guys have a pretty good understanding of Baptism, Repentance, and you know all about Jesus, 

the one who came after me, the one whose sandals I am unworthy to untie. Since you all seem 

pretty knowledgeable about my message, I will take it to the next level for you. As people who 

live lives of repentance, you might benefit from knowing the impact a life of repentance can 

have.  

Repentance, as you know, is turning away from sin. It is a change of mind, a change of 

purpose and a change of life. Repentance is powerful in that it is the first step the Spirit moves 
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you on toward eternal life. But repentance is much more than stopping a sin. Living a life of 

repentance means living a life by standards that God has set. Repentance is the hatred of sin. To 

live a life of repentance means you despise sin you cannot stand it and you do your best to avoid 

sin. 

Living a life of repentance means loving your neighbor as yourself. Living a life of 

repentance means loving God and striving to do his will. 

There is a clear picture of what God wants from us. This is what living a life of 

repentance would look like. Living repentant means honoring God and putting Him first in our 

lives. When we do this we turn to Him with all our struggles and joys. This means looking to 

Him as our number one support. Living a life of repentance means honoring the name of God 

and keeping it holy. It means calling on Him when we are in trouble. A life of repentance means 

making God your priority in your busy schedule. This means making time to worship Him and to 

study His word. Living a life of repentance means to listen to your parents and those in authority 

over you. It means doing what they ask of you when it doesn’t interfere with God’s plan. It 

means honoring these people as God has commanded. Living a life of repentance means helping 

our neighbor when they are in need and preventing them from being harmed whenever we can. A 

life of repentance means living a sexually pure life avoiding pornography, practicing abstinence 

outside of marriage, and honoring your marital vows. Living a life of repentance means 

respecting others possessions and never taking them dishonestly. A life of repentance means 

speaking well of those around you and always being truthful. A life of repentance means being 

happy with the blessings the Lord has given you. Living repentant means appreciating the people 

God has put in your life for who they are. Living a repentant life is all about love. A guy who 

came after I lost my head named Paul wrote in his letter to the Romans:  “Love does no harm to 
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its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. A life of repentance is a life of love.” 

(Romans 13:10) 

That is what a life of repentance looks life. It is a turn from evil toward the good that God 

calls you to do. Repentance does a number of things. Like I said before, Repentance is the first 

step that God leads you on toward your salvation. Hating sin, realizing you are in need of a 

savior is the first step. I have been known to say “bear fruits in keeping with repentance.” This is 

not to say do good works now that you have repented, I preached that message to those who are 

not truly repentant. A truly repentant life will bear fruits by definition.  You know what these 

fruits look like you may have hear this before from that guy Paul in his letter to the people of 

Galatia: “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control.” (Galatians 5:22) These are the fruits that naturally flow in a 

repentant lifestyle. A life of repentance is a life of love.   

Your Spirit powered lives of repentance do great wonders for you. It is the repentance 

that lets God redemptive work grab hold of you and save you. It is great that God does this for 

us. He grabs hold of us and shows us our helplessness. He draws you to himself and leads you to 

cry out as the psalmist wrote when he said: “O Sovereign Lord, deal well with me for your 

name’s sake; out of the goodness of your love, deliver me. For I am poor and needy and my 

heart is wounded within me.” (Psalm 109:21-22) 

Repentance does wonders for each of you, but repentance also does more than prepare 

you for Christ second coming. Your lives of repentance prepare others for Christ’s second 

coming. A life of repentance will lead others to Christ. My friend Peter said it best when he 

wrote: “Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful 

desires, which war against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they 
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accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits 

us.” (1 Peter 2:11) You see your repentance screams to the world around you that there is more 

that they are missing in this world. God can use your repentance to lead others to do the same. 

Even though this message of repentance was preached ages ago, it is still the same 

message. We need to repent and live a life of repentance. Christ has come already and I want you 

to know this message is about getting ready, but it is not just about getting ready to celebrate 

Jesus birth, it is getting ready for Christ’s second coming. Back in the day my message was 

always: “Repent for the reign of God is near!” But you know what ever since Christ died for you 

and for me on that Good Friday years ago, and then rose from the dead that glorious Easter 

morn; ever since then, the reign of God has been here. We are members of God’s kingdom. We 

await the day and we get ready for the day that all of the world will be made new, and God will 

call us home to be with him. 

Wear your repentance on your sleeve let your difference be bold in an age that needs 

something different. We praise God and we thank him for the salvation that he gives us repentant 

sinner. We praise him as we wait. We wait not only to celebrate Jesus birth, but also his second 

coming. My message to you today is: “The kingdom of heaven is here and the return of our 

savior is near!” 


