
Advent 4 B – Old Testament From Wonder? To Wonder! 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 God’s plans may make us wonder? Then make us wonder! 

2 Samuel 7:1-16 Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from all his 

surrounding enemies, the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, 

but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, 

for the LORD is with you.” But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, “Go and tell 

my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? I have not lived in 

a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been 

moving about in a tent for my dwelling. In all places where I have moved with all the people of 

Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my 

people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” ’ Now, therefore, thus you 

shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from 

following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. And I have been with you 

wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a 

great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people 

Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And 

violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my 

people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you 

that the LORD will make you a house. When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your 

fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will 

establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his 

kingdom forever. I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, 

I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, but my steadfast love 

will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. And your 

house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established 

forever.’ ”  

 
Grace, peace and mercy be with each of us from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus! 

 

 King David was a great man. He was a very respectable leader. He did have a couple of 

black marks on his record, but overall, David was an honorable man doing the will of God. He did a 

great job of leading God’s people while ruling on the throne that God had given him. Today’s text 

gives us a glimpse into what was perhaps the best time of David’s kingship. David was finally in his 

kingly palace. The Israelite enemies had all waved their white flags, and even the Ark of the 

Covenant had finally been brought to rest in Jerusalem. There were no worries for David. He had 

everything that he could have ever hoped for and more. He never could have imagined this lifestyle 

as a young boy working in the fields as a shepherd.  

 For the setting of today’s text, I imagine the music lover King David sitting in his kingly 

palace, surrounded by gorgeous walls of sweet smelling cedar, taking in the beautiful sounds of the 
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harp music playing. He realizes God has given him more than he ever needed and he is very 

thankful. Yet, at the same time David must have been thinking of God’s sacred Ark which was 

recently brought to rest in Jerusalem. David must have been struck by the seeming mismatch of 

surroundings. Here was lowly King David, former shepherd boy, now surrounded by all of the 

earthly wealth he could imagine and yet, the Lord’s Ark was resting in a tent. So in a moment of 

inspiration, or maybe it was after a couple nights of restless sleep in his cedar-lined king chambers, 

King David resolved to do something about it. David calls the Prophet Nathan to him and says (we 

find it recorded in 2 Samuel 7:2): “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells 

in a tent”  

 Nathan, being the Lord’s spokesman thought that having a new temple would be great. After 

all, it sounded like a godly plan, so he told King David (in verse 3): “Go, do all that is in your heart, 

for the LORD is with you.” You would think that all was well in the palace that day. You would 

think that the Prophet Nathan would be at peace with his agreement with David. You would think 

that God would be very happy for the building of a new temple for his honor. We would think. 

That’s what they thought. 

 Well, as often happens, throughout the Bible and in our lives, our thoughts and plans don’t 

necessarily run along with God’s plans. Sometimes the best laid plans are really not the best laid 

plans. Sometimes the holiest endeavors we set out to accomplish are put on hold by God. Sometime 

God gives us a “wait on this one” message and we are left to wonder: “What the heck are you doing 

God?” Often our thoughts as righteous and sanctified as they may be, may not line up with God’s 

thoughts. Fortunately for us, God’s plans are usually a little better than what we had in mind. 

 That was the case for David in his quest to build God’s holy house. David’s plan was a little 

different, a little smaller than the greatness God had in mind. In response to David’s plan to build a 
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house for God, and the Prophet Nathan’s approval, God came to Nathan later that night and had 

quite a bit to say to him. God said to Nathan (2 Samuel 7:5-7): Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus 

says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? I have not lived in a house since the day I 

brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent for 

my dwelling. In all places where I have moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with 

any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have 

you not built me a house of cedar?” ’ Now, when I first read these words, my sarcastic nature got 

the best of me and I thought wow, “Would you build me a house to dwell in?”  God is really laying 

into David here. But after further study, I remembered we have a God who loves us. God loved 

David. I realized this message for David was one of love. It was God’s honest respect for David and 

his plans that led Him to say: “You would build a house for me to dwell in?...  I have never had a 

house, I have been moving around in a tent for all these years and no one has ever thought about 

making me a permanent structure. I have never asked for or commanded a house of cedar be built 

for me, yet you would do that for me?” 

 Whether it was sarcasm or love letting David’s plan down slowly, the message was the 

same: God was letting David know that he did not want him to build a temple. God had plans for 

the building of his temple. We find out later on why God didn’t want David to be the one to build 

the temple. It says in 1 Chronicles 22:8-10 “the word of the LORD came to David, saying, ‘You have 

shed much blood and have waged great wars. You shall not build a house to my name, because you 

have shed so much blood before me on the earth. Behold, a son shall be born to you who shall be a 

man of rest. I will give him rest from all his surrounding enemies. For his name shall be Solomon, 

and I will give peace and quiet to Israel in his days. He shall build a house for my name. He shall 

be my son, and I will be his father, and I will establish his royal throne in Israel forever.’”  
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 This was later on in David’s life.  God let David know the reason for the delay in the temple 

building. God had his plans and David was fortunate enough to find out later in life the reasoning 

behind God’s plan. But I really do not think that David was unsettled waiting for this reasoning. 

God’s gracious decline of the temple might have taken David by surprise, but God didn’t just let his 

no-thanks hang out there in awkward silence. David wasn’t left to wonder: “What now?” God 

followed up his gracious decline of a new temple with a promise for David. And it is a great 

promise. The promise is one of the many promises that find their fulfillment in the birth of our 

Savior. The promise that God makes to David actually takes David’s desire to build a house for God 

and turns it back to him and God says: “You want to build my house? Well, how about you wait on 

that one and instead I will make your house stand forever?” 

 God’s promise to David was fulfilled in the birth of our savior Christ. We hear the same 

words that God promised to David repeated to Mary the mother of Jesus in the Gospel lesson today. 

It was the angel Gabriel repeating the same promise God delivered to David through his Prophet 

Nathan. Only this time Gabriel is announcing its fulfillment. Gabriel said to Mary (Luke 1:30): “Do 

not be afraid, Mary you have found favor with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, 

and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 

High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of 

Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

 This same promise was spoken to David through the prophet Nathan. God said to David “I 

will make you a house.” For what ever reason, the people who picked the reading for the back of the 

bulletin left out the best part. 2 Samuel 7:12-15 (the verses left out of today’s Old Testament 

reading) contain almost the exact same words that the Angel Gabriel spoke to David. Listen to what 

they say: I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will 
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establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his 

kingdom forever. I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I 

will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, but my steadfast love will 

not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. And your house and 

your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’ ”  

 You remember that David had offered to build a temple for the Lord. God graciously 

declined and instead makes this promise to David. Your offspring will build a house for my name. 

This happened by the building of the temple that Solomon, David’s son, did. Yet that is not the only 

way that this promise was fulfilled. The promise is completely fulfilled in the birth and life and 

death and resurrection of Christ. It is the promise of the Kingdom of God that will last for ever. 

David is a part of that. That is the promise that God made to David. It is this same promise that 

finds completion in the coming of Christ. It is the same promise that we are a part of as God’s 

chosen people. 

 Another thing you will notice is the words of God spoken to David that say: “I will be to 

him a father and he shall be to me a son.” Jesus Christ is the Son of God… if we don’t get that 

from the Gospel lesson today, we can find it here. But after those words come words that might 

make us a little uneasy: “I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of 

men…” I hope this passage (since it applies to David’s offspring Jesus) makes you think of the 

punishment that Christ took on for each of us. It was his suffering and punishment for our sins that 

make this promise last forever. It is in this sacrifice that Christ’s coming to earth accomplishes great 

things. God used His Son to make us part of his kingdom. We are very unworthy of this blessing. 

This promise fulfilled doesn’t just prove that God is honest and trustworthy. This promise fulfilled 

is what saves each and every one of us. With out this promise fulfillment, if we had nothing to 
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celebrate in four days, we would be hopelessly lost. But we don’t have to worry about that, we have 

a God who loved us enough to do something about our wretchedness. 

 We are saved in the fulfillment of the promise that God gave David his house endures 

forever. Because of it we will have place to live forever, but there is more to the story than just 

another promise fulfilled and reminder of our salvation. This Old Testament lesson also has an 

excellent example of the way God works in our lives. David wanted more than anything to build a 

house for God, but God said: “No. Your son Solomon will do that you will not be the one building 

it for me.” God’s plan happened to be different than David’s, but David didn’t just throw in the 

towel and become complacent. We learn in 1 Chronicles 22 that David actually spent his life 

acquiring the supplies for building the temple. 1 Chronicles 28 even tells us that David drew up the 

plans for the temple and passed them onto his son Solomon. When God said David you will not be 

the one to build the temple, David did not give up on the dream. He did not give up on the godly 

plan to build a temple. Instead, he spent his life getting things ready for the building of God’s 

temple. 

 In the same way I want us to be encouraged by this text today. Maybe during this Christmas 

season you have been trying and trying to be the light of Christ for someone in your life who is 

walking in darkness. Maybe it seems like they just will not hear the good news. You can take 

comfort and know that God’s plan will always take place. God may be saying that now is not the 

time for this to happen. Maybe he has another person in mind that will carry out this work. But that 

doesn’t mean we give up. Instead, like King David who received a divine decline, we should keep 

laying the ground work making all of the preparations we can for God’s will to be done. The best 

way we can prepare to do the Lord’s work, whether it is to bring the message of hope to someone 

who needs it, or to travel to Kenya to share God’s word and encouragement with his people there, 
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or if it is to be a Godly parent for your child, or a Godly spouse for your husband or wife, any work 

we do needs the same foundation, the same preparations. The foundation that all our works flow 

from and our built on is the foundation of Christ, the foundation of promises fulfilled. Anything we 

set out to do must be built on the foundation of the house that lasts forever. Psalm 127:1 reminds us 

“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.” And while there may be times 

in our lives when we are disappointed that our plans don’t seem to be coming together as we hoped, 

we can live in peace knowing that God may just be giving us a divine “not yet.” And we continue 

making the preparations for the work he calls us to do. 

 The best way we can prepare for these things is keeping two things in mind. First of all we 

need to trust that God’s plans are always the right plans. Most of the time the great godly plans that 

we come up with are just slivers of the greatness that he has in mind. Secondly we need to 

remember where to find God’s plans. These plans are found in the words of scripture and in a life of 

prayer. By living a life of prayer and a life tuned into God’s word, we can be prepared to carry out 

the greatness that He calls us to do. And it is in these deeds that the glory is given to our king who 

came as a baby to save us. I want to leave you with the words of Saint Paul from today’s Epistle 

lesson Romans 16:25-27:  

 Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus 

Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but has now 

been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according 

to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— to the only wise God be 

glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

 


