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1 Corinthians 15:20-28 
20 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, 

the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
21 

For 

as by a man came death, by a man has come also the 

resurrection of the dead. 
22 

For as in Adam all die, so 

also in Christ shall all be made alive. 
23 

But each in 

his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his 

coming those who belong to Christ. 
24 

Then comes the 

end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father 

after destroying every rule and every authority and 

power. 
25 

For he must reign until he has put all his 

enemies under his feet. 
26 

The last enemy to be 

destroyed is death. 
27 

For “God has put all things in 

subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all 

things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is 

excepted who put all things in subjection under him. 
28 

When all things are subjected to him, then the Son 

himself will also be subjected to him who put all 

things in subjection under him, that God may be all in 

all. 

 

 “But in fact, Christ has been raised 

from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 

asleep.” What a message of hope. I want to 

accomplish three things in this sermon. I want to talk 

about the beginning of our life with Christ. This is the 

death that we all die in Adam, and the new life that 

Christ gives us. This is spoken of in verse 22 of 1
st
 

Corinthians 15. I want to talk about the end of time as 

we know it. That is Christ delivering the Kingdom to 

His father. This is what Saint Paul is talking about in 

verse 24. Finally, I want to talk about the beginning 

that follows the end of time as we know it. This is the 

new life that we look forward to after the final 

resurrection. This is the new life that we will receive 

in our own order: Verse 23 reminds us Christ has 

already been raised from the dead. He is the 

“firstfruit” of the resurrection. Our resurrection and 

the resurrection of all those who have gone before us 

will follow. This is what we look forward to. 

Today is the New Year’s Eve of the Christian 

faith. The church has a calendar that flows separately 

from the 12 month 365 day Gregorian calendar that 

we are familiar with. Today happens to be the Last 

Sunday of the Church year. We are on the cusp of a 

new year, a new beginning. And coming at the 

beginning of the church year will be the Advent 

season followed by Christmas. There is much joy and 

anticipation about these seasons, but for now we are 

left to consider the end. The Last Sunday of the 

church year is fittingly about the end. It is about 

Christ’s second coming when all of the sin in this 

world as we know it will be wiped away.  

I mentioned already that the coming seasons 

are typically times of joy. This Christmas season is 

building up and being billed with a different feeling. 

Much of the United States is starting to tighten the 

strings on spending. We are starting to feel what it is 

like to not have an endless pocket for the things we 

want in life. I hope a different source of joy is found 

in this coming month. I hope there is a joy found in 

knowing God took on flesh to save us. We celebrate, 

not just because we are a giving and receiving society, 

but because of what God has given to us… everything.  

At the same time, the reality is families are 

making serious considerations to cut back on the 

holiday spending. These days, jobs are not certain. 

Communities are being ranked based on their ability 

to ride out the recession with percentages of jobs in 

strong industries. The sad fact of those rankings is 

that the majority of jobs, based on what ever factors 

they use, are in weak industries. The majority of 

people employed in the United States are working 

jobs that may or may not be necessary. There is 

uncertainty abounding.  

 But wait there’s more! We are blessed to live 

in a successful country. There are people of the world 

who would laugh to hear that our problems are 

problems. Uncertain whether or not you can afford 

those presents? What about people who are uncertain 

they can put food on the table. Are you uncertain 

about your health care benefits for next year? What 

about people who are uncertain about their families 

being able to survive nationwide epidemics? I am not 

saying this to make you feel guilty for the blessings in 

your life, I am bringing this up to emphasize that we 

are not comfortable here.  

 Saint Paul talks about creation groaning: 

Romans 8:22 For we know that the whole creation 

has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth 

until now. This creation groaning is the sin we see in 

the world. It is the pollution that scars God’s creation. 

I am not going to get into specifics, but global 

warming seems to me like a scar on creation. We hear 

of and experience financial crisis, career uncertainties, 

unemployment, depression, debilitating sickness, 

divorce, death, separation from loved ones and that is 



just here at home where we have it easy. As the list 

goes on, the groaning only gets louder.  

 But wait, there’s more! Saint Paul continues 

in Roman 8 he says: And not only the creation 

[groans], but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of 

the spirit groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 

adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. As 

God’s children, we hold to the promise of God’s love, 

the salvation that he has given us on the cross. We 

groan as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the 

redemption of our bodies. We know that our baptism 

marks our entry into the family of God. We know that 

our baptism, just like little Brody’s baptism indicates 

the drowning and death of the old Adam in us. The 

sinful man is drowned with all our sins and evil 

desires. But wait, there’s more! We do not stay dead. 

As verse 22 of our Epistle reminds us today: “For as 

in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made 

alive.” This is the new beginning of our life with 

Christ. As awesome as this is, as real and as true as 

our membership in God’s family, we are anticipating 

groaning, waiting for more. We know that salvation is 

given to us without a doubt at the moment when God 

call us to be his children, but we only partially 

experience the newness, we look forward and we wait 

for that final resurrection of which Christ is the 

firstfruit. He leads the way. 

 But wait, there’s more! 
24 

For in this hope 

we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For 

who hopes for what he sees? 
25 

But if we hope for 

what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. We 

are looking for more. We are eagerly awaiting 

something better. That is the good news the goodness 

that we look forward and are celebrating today. The 

end of this world is not a day that we dread. The days 

we are living are the days that we dread. We look 

forward to the resolution that is promised to us in 

Christ’s second coming. We look forward to standing 

before him and when it is asked, what have you done 

for me that I should let give you eternal life, we can 

be confident and say: “Lord, I have done nothing and 

could never do anything to deserve eternal life, but 

Lord, you have died on my behalf and you have made 

me your own. You have washed me clean and 

forgiven my sins. You have every right to send me to 

eternal punishment, but Lord you have promised me 

eternal life.” I am not able to stand here and tell you 

when or how Christ is coming again. I cannot tell you 

what it will look like. But I can tell you this: that as 

Christ redeemed, as members of God’s family, we 

celebrate and anticipate the coming of that day. 

 And we have much reason to celebrate. It is 

the greatest part of our Christian faith it is the promise 

that we long for. It is the promise that we speak of 

every week when we speak together the words of our 

creeds. This week in the Apostles ’ Creed we said 

together just a few moments ago: I believe in the Holy 

Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, THE 

RESURRECTION OF THE BODY, AND THE 

LIFE EVERLASTING! Next week we will confess 

the words of the Nicene Creed when we will say I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I LOOK FOR THE RESURRECTION OF THE 

DEAD AND THE LIFE OF THE WORLD TO 

COME! 
 This is what Saint Paul is talking about today. 

All his enemies will be under his feet. Death will no 

longer play any role in this world. We look forward to 

the life of the world to come. Perhaps the best picture 

that can be found in all of scripture is in the Garden of 

Eden before the fall into sin. That is what God 

originally intended his creation to be and we are 

promised by Christ in Revelation 21:5 he will make 

all things new. But we really don’t even need to look 

any further than the back of our bulletin today, the 

Old Testament lesson which we heard earlier: Ezekiel 

34:14 says: “I will feed them with good pasture, and 

on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their 

grazing land. There they shall lie down in good 

grazing land and on rich pasture they shall feed on 

the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd 

of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, 

declares the Lord God.” We look forward to that 

renewal, that rest and that peace that God has 

promised us. 

 We can rest assured that as God’s beloved, we 

are the ones He loved enough to send His only Son 

and reject Him for our sake. We can be comforted 

knowing that we are the ones that Christ came for, to 

show and to be the way to eternal life. We are 

strengthened by the Holy Spirit to believe this good 

news and to live lives and speak words that shout this 

good news to the ends of the earth. Right now we are 

only partially experiencing this, the work that has 

been done for us. But wait, there is more! When 

Christ comes again, we will stand before the throne 

that he sits on and we will fully experience the power 

and glory that is his. May that day come quickly 

Lord! Amen. 
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