
27th Sunday after Pentecost                 November 13, 15, 16 2008 
Grace Lutheran – Menomonee Falls, WI 

Matthew 25:14-30         What Are You Living For? 
************************************************************************************ 

What’s your goal in life?  What is it that you strive to achieve, long to attain, or hope to get?  What are 

you living for? 

 

Our goals shape our life and how we live.  If your goal is to win a championship, receive straight A’s, or 

get a promotion, you will likely adjust your life accordingly.  You’ll spend time late into the evening 

studying for the upcoming test.  You’ll spend hours in the gym working out and conditioning yourself 

into better shape.  You’ll work diligently and take risks that you otherwise wouldn’t take.  When we 

have a certain goal ahead of us, our life becomes a means by which we strive to achieve that goal. 

 

A goal could be a vacation.  Think about a vacation you were really looking forward to.  Once you knew 

it was coming, every day at work or school seemed to drag on and on.  The calendar couldn’t flip fast 

enough.  The clock was always ticking too slowly.  Maybe it was a cruise, a trip over seas, camping, or 

just getting away from it all and relaxing.  Whatever vacation you had in mind, you looked forward to it.  

You planned for it.  You saved for it. You, in a sense, lived for that day to come.  That vacation shaped 

the way you lived your life: how you spent your time and money, and what you thought about. 

 

The holiday season is approaching and we have begun to adjust our lives accordingly.  Instead of 

looking in the store for new backpacks, notebooks and pencils – as we would before the start of another 

school year – now we are searching for deals on turkey, wrapping paper, and tableware.  In the back of 

our minds we are thinking about who we will have over for Thanksgiving, or where we will go for the 

holiday.  Kids are looking forward to getting out of school, and the adults are checking the calendar to 
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see how many more weeks until they have a couple days off.  Not to mention Christmas is around the 

corner and the stores are already stocked and ready for the holiday rush.  Thanksgiving and the 

celebration of Christ’s birth.  That’s quite a holiday goal before us.  Knowing these holidays are around 

the corner has already begun to shape our mood, how we spend our time and money, and what we think 

about. 

 

Christmas is around the corner, and with it comes the celebration of Christ’s first coming to earth.  But 

the upcoming season of Advent is also a time when we will be focusing on the goal of every believer; 

Jesus’ second coming and the fulfillment of eternal life with Him.  Jesus is coming back.  He promised 

to return and take us all to heaven to live with him.  Our lives are changed.  Our moods are different.  

Our time and money is being spent accordingly.  Or are they? 

 

Championships, scholarships, vacations, and holidays are one thing, but is Christ’s second coming really 

one of our goals in life?  It just doesn’t seem the same, does it?  For hundreds of years now Christians 

have been waiting for Christ to come back.  Generations have come and gone.  Nations have risen and 

fallen.  Seasons have changed and changed and changed again.  Many people have lived and died 

waiting for Christ to come back, and still we wait.  Have you lost hope, or are you living your life 

shaped and changed by the expectation of Jesus’ return? 

 

How we view Christ’s return shapes how we live our life.  Just as vacations, holidays, and other goals 

influence the way we spend our time and how we think, how much more should our lives be shaped by 

Christ’s second coming!  Jesus gives us an example in our Gospel reading – the Parable of the Loaned 

Money.  A master goes on a trip and entrusts all his property to three servants.  The Bible uses the word 
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“talents,” and we’ll come back to talk about this.  A talent in the New Testament was a measurement 

used for trading gold and silver.  Each of these talents would have been worth about $2000.  Now to put 

that into perspective, the average daily pay back then would have been around 15¢.  15 cents a day was 

the normal wage and these servants were carrying around talents that were worthy nearly two grand!  

That’s nearly 37 years of hard labor in one talent!  The master must trust these three servants very, very 

much to hand over his possessions to them while he is gone.  Each servant is given a specific amount of 

talents according to each one’s capability.  The master leaves and the servants decide what to do with 

their master’s talents.   

 

The man with five talents and the man with two talents put the master’s money to work and ended up 

doubling what they originally had.  But the man with one talent buried it in the ground.  Strange. 

 

After quite a long time, the master returns and praises the five-talent and two-talent men, commending 

their faithfulness and inviting them to share in their master’s happiness.  But when he comes to the one-

talent man, the master becomes furious.  He accuses the servant of being wicked and lazy because he did 

nothing with the talent that was given to him.  Even if he would have invested it in a bank and left it 

there, it would have been better than leaving it in the ground!  The talent is taken away from the servant 

and he is cast out. 

 

To understand this parable, we need to answer a couple questions.  What is the main difference between 

the three men?  Two were faithful with what they were given and one was not.  Two invested the 

master’s possessions and gained a profit, while the other was too afraid to do anything with his one 
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talent.  The one-talent man knew his master was a hard man, so he didn’t want to lose that one talent.  

But in the end, he lost everything. 

 

How did the master know which servants were faithful and which weren’t?  The proof was in the actions 

of the servants.  Two put the talents entrusted to them into use.  The third did nothing. 

 

What is the emphasis of the parable?  Faithfulness.  Each servant was entrusted with a certain amount of 

the master’s possessions, which was according to the ability of the servant.  It wasn’t the amount of 

return that mattered – because we all know that 10 talents is much more than four.  What mattered was 

how faithful the men were with what they were given.  All three knew the master was coming back. 

Two of them sought to expand their master’s possessions, while the third, in fear, hid what he was given.  

All three knew he was coming back, but the difference is seen in how each one lived, how they used 

what was given to them.  Each had a goal in mind, but the faithful servants were striving for the correct 

goal – using what had been entrusted to them to expand the influence and possession of the Master. 

 

What have you been given?  Some of us have been given more than others, and this goes beyond 

money!  Money is part of what we have been given, but what else have we been given?  Time, abilities, 

education and degrees, resources and jobs, past experience and wisdom.  All these things are gifts that 

we have been given.  Now, how are you using what you have been given?  Are you hiding your gifts, 

afraid that you will lose them?  Are you investing your gifts in such a way that they will grow and 

increase the Master’s resources – and not your own? 
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What is resulting from your faith in Christ, and your knowledge of his return?  Is your faith resulting in 

works?  The Bible makes it clear that it is impossible to earn our way to heaven.  But the Bible also says 

that faith without works is dead!  Works – what we do – results from faith.  What types of works result 

from faith?  Kindness.  Being patient with one another.  Generosity.  Spending our time to help those 

who need a hand.  Not hording and stock-piling the gifts given to us as if they were ours to begin with, 

but rather holding them in our hands loosely – knowing that our possessions really belong to our Lord. 

 

Are our goals shaped by our expectation of Christ’s return?  Are our lives molded by the knowledge that 

everything is God’s to begin with?  Are our attitudes and decisions guided by the reality that Jesus is 

coming back?  When you look at where your time and energy, your money, and your late night hours are 

invested – when you look at how you handle your resources – do your goals have anything to do with 

God and His kingdom?  Or are your goals the same as the rest of the world – goals which are centered 

on you? 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:6, “So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep…”   We are different from the 

world.  We know that Jesus is coming back, and we wait for him to come.  Unlike many who could care 

or less if there is more to this life than the here-and-now, we know that there is more to come.  We were 

appointed by God to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. He died for us so that, whether we 

are awake or asleep – whether we are here on this earth or already resting in the arms of Jesus – we may 

live together with him. 

 

What goal is before you?  What are you looking forward to?  A championship would be nice, but the 

glory will soon fade.  The possessions and worldly belongs we have amount to nothing in the end.  
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Vacations are nice as well, but they don’t last forever.  And holidays come and go.  But Christ’s return is 

the ultimate goal.   

 

How is Christ’s return our ultimate goal?  If Christ’s return is our goal, our mindsets are changed.  Our 

time, talents, and treasures are invested in getting the Gospel out to the world – expanding His kingdom.  

Our focus changes from one that is inward, to one that is outward – reaching out to others.  Each of us, 

at varying ages and abilities, have been given talent with which to serve God:  the ability to sing, the 

knowledge of how to construct a business plan, having a love for children, enjoying coaching, gifted in 

listening to people, etc.  Like the parable in Matthew, the talents we have are from God, our Master, and 

those talents are used to build His kingdom and to spread the Gospel. 

 

So look at your talents.  How can you use what you’ve been given to serve God?  How take a look at 

your goals in life.  How can those goals be used to serve God and spread His message of true hope – the 

message of Jesus Christ and the new life found in Him? 

 

What greater goal could we have than knowing that faithfulness – using our talents in service to God – 

results in hearing the Master say, “Well done, good and faithful servant!  Come and share in your 

master’s happiness.” 

 

In His name and for His sake, 
Amen 


