
Grace unto you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Amen.  
 
Our Text for this evening is from our Gospel lesson and reads as follows 
 Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God 
with a loud voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks.  
 This is our text you may be seated. 
 
 Tomorrow is Thanksgiving day, and that means turkey, cranberries, potatoes, 

and gravy will soon be filling the bellies of most Americans.  Thanksgiving is one of 

those great holidays that truly sets America apart from the rest of the world.  

Americans really love Thanksgiving.  So with all of that tasty food now merely hours 

away we gather here tonight at the church with excitement and anticipation because 

we can almost taste all that delicious food, and we’re ready to spend the perfect day 

with family and friends, and we come here to get it all started.   

So the church decides to be as accommodating as possible and we pick a 

scripture reading about leprosy.  You know, that skin disease that eats your flesh and 

disfigures you to the point of being unrecognizable.  The disease that they had no 

cure for and since it was contagious families ended up casting out their loved ones 

and who were then forced to live in caves.  Nothing quite wets the appetite like the 

thought of leprosy.   

But is this parable really about leprosy?  When they Pilgrims celebrated that 

first Thanksgiving was it really about gorging themselves on the fruits of their 

labors? If you asked any child what the point of this Bible story is they would tell 

you and they would probably laugh at you if you said it was about leprosy.  So what 

is it about?  What is the point of this Bible Story? 

I included a sermon outline in the bulletin for tonight and if you want to take 

that out real quick there is a diagram on there that shows us something about the 

Bible text that is very cool.  Luke the author of this Gospel was a very talented Greek 



author.  In today’s Bible story he employs a technique called the chiasm.  A chiasm 

is a writing technique used in first century to show the reader what is really 

important, it is used to show the writer what the point is, what this story is all about.   

In a chiasm you have ideas that are paired together and in a sense complete 

each other.  So as we start with the first idea or statement, which is marked with the 

A and the A’, we have the lepers calling to Jesus for mercy, begging him to cleanse 

them of their disease.  Then when we look at the A’ we see the completion of the first 

pair as Jesus tells the leper that mercy has been given to him and that he has been 

saved by the grace of God through faith.   

Then we move to the next pair as marked on your sheet with the B and the B’.  

This pair is focused on the “cleansing” of the leprosy.  In the first part we see Jesus 

telling them to go and show themselves to the priests.  They had to do this to be 

allowed back into mainstream society, so Jesus was indirectly telling them that their 

request was granted.  And it was done for them as they were on their way to the 

temple.  Then when we look an B’ and see that Jesus know they were cleansed and is 

wondering why they have not all returned.  The temple was the presence of God 

among his people and that is where you went to give thanks to God and see the 

priests.  Jesus wondering aloud why they have not returned to him to give glory to 

God shows us that God is no longer restricting his presence among his people to a 

single building but now his presence is in Christ.  Those who seek to be cleansed 

from now on must go to Jesus.  This is a huge paradigm shift an entirely different 

world view for humanity and especially the Jews, so it shouldn’t be a surprise that 

the majority of entirely missed the point.   

Finally, we have the last two pairs.  Since they are in the middle C and D go 

together and so to C’ and D’.  We are finally at the center of the Chiasm.  This is the 

“center” of the story.  The whole function of the chiasm is to show the readers what 

the most important part of the story is.  It’s like the top of a mountain, the grand 



finally of a Fourth of July firework display.  Its like that beautiful piece of pumpkin 

pie with cool whip on top, only its in the middle and not the end, but you get the idea.  

The Samaritan’s faith and his confession are at the center of the Chiasm so they are 

the most important part.  This middle of the chiasm is the innermost ring, this is 

where we come the closest to the mystery that binds the Father to the Son to the 

Cross…. And most importantly it binds us to him.   

The location for worship is no longer in the temple.  It is now Jesus, he is the 

center, the reason and center of our worship.  For the lepers the source of their 

healing was not from the temple but from the God-man Jesus Christ.  Therefore the 

place to give thanks, the place to get cleansed, the place to be saved is next to the 

Samaritan, at the feet of Jesus.  The people of God are no longer set apart by their 

diet, circumcision, or their ethnicity but they are set apart by their faith and their 

confession of it.   

Not that this story needed to be anymore revolutionary or intense… but it is and 

because of one phrase, “giving thanks”.  The Greek word translated as “giving 

thanks” is not used many times in the New Testament, in fact it is only used 38 times.  

But this Greek word was a special word for the Jewish and Samaritan people.  You 

see this word was by far more revered then the English word thanks.  You say thanks 

for someone opening a door for you, you say thanks to someone when you borrow 

their pen, but you most certainly would never catch a Jew or Samaritan using their 

word is that manner.  They only used this Greek word when they were thanking God.  

For example this is the word Jesus uses when he instituted the Lord’s Supper.  So this 

too shows us that this cleansed leper was not thanking Jesus as if he was a stranger 

who had just given him some bread, but rather he was worshipping Jesus as God.  

This is the Samaritan’s confession of faith, before God himself, literally.  We also 

must Confess that Jesus is God, before him and all people. 



Brothers and Sisters in Christ, the place for our cleansing is also at the feet of 

Jesus.  We cannot clean ourselves with good works or charitable donations.  We must 

be cleansed by Christ and we are cleaned through our faith in Christ we are, 

completely cleansed of any and all sin.  This is the Good News that Christ commands 

us to share and confess with all nations. 

At the end of our text, in verse 19, Jesus invites the Samaritan to journey, to 

journey with him, Jesus was not done with the Samaritan he had more in store for 

him.  You see Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem and he wanted the Samaritan to join 

him.  He wanted the Samaritan to see more.  This is exactly what Jesus does for each 

one of us.  He comes to us, finding us stuck and drowning in our sin, and then he 

takes us into his arms and carefully washes us clean of all that grim, not with warm 

soapy water but with blood, his blood.  Then he helps us onto our feet and says, 

“Let’s journey!”  Jesus is not done with us.  He wants us to see more.  Then as we 

journey with Christ we come to our destination… the cross.  And there we join the 

Samaritan as we witness the greatest act of mercy the world would ever witness.  

This event, the death of the Son of God on the cross for our salvation, that is our faith 

, that is our confession.   

For us Thanksgiving is not just about turkey and eating ourselves into food 

induced comas, just like this parable is not about leprosy.  For us Thanksgiving is 

much like it was for the Pilgrims on that first Thanksgiving.  We are looking to 

Christ and thanking Him, not just for giving us food, but for cleansing us,  making us 

His, and giving us a future of journeying with him.  Let us know join our brother, the 

thankful Samaritan on our knees and with great voices as we join in confessing our 

faith in the words of the Nicene Creed.  I believe in God the Father…. 

 
 
AMEN!  Now may the peace….. 

  


